CANADA
territory from the American. The St. Lawrence river pene-
trates the Appalachian and Laurentian barriers inland to the
Great Lakes and from the lakes, rivers point the way north
and westward. This river system laid the foundations of a
commercial and later a political union between the east and
west. The railways and the airways of Canada to-day roughly
follow the routes of that instrument of the fur-trade, tie
canoe.
Canada, from the beginnings of settlement in Nova Scotia
(1605) and Quebec (1608), was first a projection of France
and later of Britain across the ocean to the valley of the St,
Lawrence. At Montreal (1642), a nodal point in the natural
communications of the continent, the St. Lawrence led to the
great lakes and thence by short * portages' over the watersheds
to the second continental river system of the Mississippi
valley; the Ottawa river led north towards the 'portages' intc
the prairies and into Hudson Bay; the Lake Champlain-
Hudson river system and its tributary the Mohawk led to the
site of New York. A political factor, the presence of fur-
trading rivals allied with the Iroquois Indians, closed this
southern route and Canadian development was given its east-
west direction. This initial momentum has never been lost,
but always it has been in conflict with the 'pulls' of the north-
south direction of the coasts, of the mountain barriers striking
across it, and of the warmer, easier climate of what became
the United States.
The colder winter of Canada, sealing the waterways and
ports of the inland systems, the St. Lawrence, and the Great
Lakes, marks off much of Canada from most of the United
States and for five months deprives Canada of the competitive
advantage Montreal might have, closer to the economic
centre of the continent, over New York the gateway to the
continent open to the sea in every month of the year.
The Canadian or Laurentian shield of basic Pre-Cambrian
rock marches in a swooping crescent around Hudson Bay
from the shores of the Lower St. Lawrence across Quebec,
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